The Crisis in the Socialist Party

SomeBasic Questions Answered

(Concluded from lest fzsue)
WHITHER NORMAN THOMAS

. Question No. 2: “Why do you suf
thal Normaw Thonwas is the elrame
right wing? Jrst heceuse Re w8 @ froters
gomis Dub ae was Mars and Lonin.
Norman Thomas is the extrome
right wing in the & 7. not hecause he
is a bhourgeois but beeause he rep-
vesents in the Socialist Parly the
sharpest break with avorything a So
cialist Party is supposed to stand for.
Norman Themas advocates the ligui-
dation of the Socialist Party into a
petiy-bourgenis liberal third party. He
retains his membership in the Dewey
organizalion (2= ihe League for Inde-
pendent Polilical ActinnY., Norman
Thomas ig for general appeal te the
“prople”, for ahandoning the class
strugele appeal o the working class.
Norman Thomas i3 for rclegating the
fight Tor Socialism to the _l'{a{;!cground
in faver of pelty bourgeois reforms
and campaigns for “clean’ capitalist
govermment, Nomman Thomas is for
Ameoriean capitalist demoeracy as
apainst working class rule. _Iw_Iqrman
Thomas helieves in the possibilily of
the present imperishist U. 8, govern-
ment being an ageney for peace. Nor-
man Thomas is- for the imperialisl
World Courl and League of Nations.
if space permitied 1 could gquote
Narman Thomas himself to bear out
cach and every one of the above con-
tentionz. ©On the conireversy in the
2 . Norman Thomas prefers 1o re-
miain silent, except on one minor point
30 that he ean eontinue his Ilirtation
with the leftward movement. On the
question of speeial irade union or-
ranizers a5 advocaled by the “Mili-
tants”, he is quick o assure the right
winfr bureerats of the & P. that he
accepts their irade wunion position.
Norman ‘Thomas represents in the 8.
P. ideologically these peliy bourgeoia
left liberals who, wilh the watering
down of the Socialist program, find
an opportunily for their political
philosophy aud activity -within the
Socialist Party beeausc jb s impossi-
ble for them to find expressicrn with-
in the two-pariy systen of 4meriean
capitalism, However, tho Tirst 'sunch-
ing of a pelly hourgeois liheral third
party will find Norman Thomes ad-
vocating the liguidalion of the & 2.
Failing in that he and his follevers
will align themselves with a 11hcrzﬁ
1third pariy of eapitniism.  That is
why we maintain Norman Thomag is
the extremo right wing in the 8 P.
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LOGIC OF THE STRUGGLE

Question No. 4: You say fhal the
“logieal” road for ws 35 Lo go fo Com-
mandam.  Bud how ean you expecl us
ip go in thal way os the Daily Work-
e otfls na fakers and wovse things
{sea some artefes by H. Qanes) And
if we go fo fhe Copanitnist Party
won't we be {Hrewn oul agoim the
nexl day boenuse wa donw't ngree with
Stalin ahoud  something  or  ofher?
Pon't you think that this romd s
something of @ blind alloy?

Beme phases of this question T have
already anewered, The writer af Lhe
letier wanls o know how can they,
the “Militants’”, be expected 1o o Lo
Conpmunism - AT the Paeily Werker
ralls them “fakers”  Callinfg one &
faker does ot make ome a falker, ..
Ceimmanism 15 not the praperiv of 1he
Dofly Werker, Nor does the stupidity
of the Dadly Worker conivihuole Lo
win adherenta for Commupnism- and
the Commanist Party.  Tls jesuitical
air of being ithe holiest of the holy,
of reprezeniing the only “kosher™
Lrand of Cempmunism in America and
of comsidering all who da not bow in
revereiee o all ils hoembost and
Lrashy emaply phiraze-mongering, as
fakers is actually repelling many whe
are appraachine the Cemmunisi move-
ment, The letlers of Lhe “Militanls”
proves Lhis,

Bul if you are travelling the road
Lo Communizm, if vour convietions as
a Sneinlist lends you to the camp of
Communism, hen youn owe iL 1o the
working class to sliel w your eon-
victiona and nob to nhandnn them be-
cause a4 Cormmunist paper  (which
should e intellizent and nol stupid)
persigts in calling you names.

The gueslion which 1he “Militanis”
as Socialisle should faee squarely is
not what the Doaily Werker aays I
what they thomzelves  believe will
bring ahout the liberation of the
workers from capitalism.  If the an-
swer {5 Conununism then it is the duiy
of the "Militanis" o deelare openle
thejr beliefs, to champion them and 1o
fight for them.

__But, says the writer of the Iolier,
if we go to the Communist Party, the
next day we will be thrown out if we
don't agree with Stalin on something.
Granied that the Stalin regime dom-
inating the Commumist Mnletnational
1s responsible for a regime in the
Communist Parlies which does not
permit  expression of  disagresment
with its line within the organization.
Granted {hat those who have dared 1o
disagres with what they considered
wrong policies strategy, laclies and
methods hove lLeen cxpelled.  Never-
theless, how can ane take the position
that this makes impossible a fight for
prineiples. For the fight which the
“Militants" are making in the Social-
ist Party it is not decisive whether
Stalin leadership are anpels or devils.
It does not alter or determine the
tight which the “Militants™ are mak-
ing for what they consider correct
Socialist principles and policies. Ta
take a position that it does, means
really to po up a bind alley—heeause
if the tégic of the "Militants” fight, if
it is & principled one, is leading them
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to Communism and they come to the
csonelusion thal it is impossible for
hem Lo go to Cosnmunism because Lhe
Ztalin vepime is obnoxious to them,
then to ahandon the course of ibeir
struggle is for them to fravel a road
which leads them into the very posi-
tions against which they ave fight-
ing loday.

The eourse of the Stalin regime
should in ne wayv change convineod
revolutionary Socialists ar Comimun-
tgts in ihair Tundamnental conceptions
nf the road of the worling class in
sapitalist society and of the need of
1 revolutionary working class party,
21 Communist Party.

The “Mililants” have set themselves
the goal of winning the Socialist Par-
ww for what they consider a program
3T revolutionary Soclalism, and of
wmnverting the Socialist Parly inle a
revolutionary  Socialist Party based
anon lhe class struggle. They cannot
gnore Lhe lessons which the revolu
sinnary proletaviat and the world So-
stalist  hovehient  pained  from the
lussian Revolution. They must there-
fore be preparved to fellow eourag-
cously and delerminedly the lopic of
the fight which they are waging.

The “Militants”, I am sure, are nol
saive political babias who are satis-
fed with just sticking sut their ton-
-nes at Papa Hillgwit and Grandma
neal, 1T they are a little spanking
will put them in their proper places.
Turely they must he asking  them-
elves where they are heading to. The
‘etlers of tha “Militants” indieate
hey are vaguely heginming to realize
that they are approaching the Com-
munist movement. But they are in a
Ailerama.  The Deily Worler calls
thern “"fakers” and the Stalin regime
wants only puppets and will nat tol-
erate in the Communist Party fight-
are with econvistions,  This g the
tragedy of iha present crisis in. the
Comamunist International. The sething
up of punpet leaderships is not the
moethod of Communism. It 15 wrong
Commubist paliey.  Nor is the me-
chawnical application of decisions anrl
policies without waviations and with
utter disregard to the actual condi-
tioms of the various countries (which
characterizes the pracstice of the Com-
munigt  Tntornational  today) Com-
munist policy.  YUnless a Communist
Prrty ir rooled (n the soil of the coun-
vy in which it operates it cannol hope
to e the 1eader of the revolhition of
the cxploited and oppressed masses
against its own capitalist class, This
however does nol imply & cutting of

the tie which hinds Communist Par-
ties to an intermational erganization
which unites the revolutionavy forees
of The world proletariat againsi world
imperialism.  The international char-
acter of the strupgle agaiffst capilal- |-
ieny and Lhe need for infernational ae-
tinn on the part of the exploiied and
the oppressed masses makes tho or-
ganizalion of the Corvmunist Inlorna-
tignal imperalive.

Tt is true Lhe Stalin repime is ox-
pelling Communists wha are insistant
upon the sivicl adheronee {a the pre-
requisites for lhe buildine up of the P
Communist moevermnenl in the United |,
States, These Covnuunists wank a |-
party that is part of the American
workers nob builh on etply phrazes
and Dbombasl,  They wani a party
rooted in the workers ovganizations ¥
with influence and preslipe among
the masses inc-Awmerica, They wanb a '
party that builds upon Amervican con-
dilioms and necds.

How can wo achieve this? Dy giv-
ing up e idea of a revolulionary
working class parly, a Camimunisl
party, hecause the Stalin vegime 18
today following a wrong course? Tl
am sure this is not the way,

The most wrgent need today is for I
a united Communist ‘mevement. Only
thru such a united movement pursa-
ing Communist policies based upon
the actual objective situation in the
counlry can the masses be mobilized
for deeisive revolutionary hattiles | .
against eapitalism, Tf not for the
equrse of the Stnlin regime today
there would be no heslitation and
doubt on the parl of many “Militants”
to follow the lopic of their present
struggle in the Socialist Party, They
would be wvery clear in perspeelive.
They would find their way easily in-
to the Cormmunist movement,

The best puarantes for a united
Communist movement is a large de-
lermined ecanseious foree of Commun-
ist fighters who fight for their con-
vietlons in spite of the great odds
and ftremendous difficulties which
confront them.

Ta the “Militanis” T therefore say.
“Copry on your fight ns prineipled
fighters, regardiess of where il leads
wou ta.  Held firm (o your edning-
tigns—then your fight will be effee-
téwe.  Then I am sure yorr wil foud
wourselves aventually tn the yanks of
the Comamunist movanment fighling fo-
pether with ws for its wnificalion and
For building 1t up ns « minhiy foree
that will fead the workers in the
[Uniled Steles agoinst the cifodels of
American eapiialiam. :

THE CRISIS IN THE GREEK PARTY

Rebellion Against the Ruinous Ultra-cht Course

The erisis in the Communist Parly
of Greece, which has heen deweloping
i a painful and distorted form, has
now burst out into the open and the
developtnent is taking a new iurn.
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The leadevrship of the Greek Pariy
sinee 1927 was in the hands of the
Khaitas, Futvkhiadi and Voreinosh
proup, the group Lhat had led in the
struggle apainsl the liguidators as
well as the Trotskyites, This leader-
ship formally accepted all the deci-
sians of Lhe Comintern expressing the
now uliraddefi convse bul if was ob-
vinus that fundamentally they were
in oppasilion ta this eourse. In April
i930, took place a plenum of the Cen-
sl Commillee of the G P of Greeoe,
At this plenum {here was a reproscn-
Lative af the IDCCT wha was commis-
sioned Lo pat thra the new course in
Grocen.  The aomropriate reselullons
were  “adopled”™  and  ihe Khaitos
sroup beecame a minovity—esndemn-
>l as a “right wing” blac. The May
Ttay actions of the C. . of Greoee
were a complele  debacle—the first
fruits of the new eourse. AL the same
tirae the Comintern and the new Greelo
Pariy leadership insisted on initiating
the policy of “mass gencezl political
girikes.”  The Red federation of In-
or (Unitavy Confederation of Labaor)
sullernd a sories of losses and Aefonts
qid hecame reduced 1o 8 skeleton.
Khaitas tmmedintely raised his voice
against sueh adventurist tacties, In
connection with the tohaces workers
strike Khaitas demanded that  the
united front taetics wilh the reform-
ist unions bo established. The diffor-
ences of opinion reached such a piteh
that Khaitas demanded the right io
progent his views in the press to (he
Party membership.  OF caurse, the
"urocrats ruintng the Groeok Parvty re-
fused. Thereupon, Khailas, whe had
the subnort of the Céntral Cemumnitfec
of the ¥Young Communist League of
Greeee, published his deelaration in
the YOI paper, Fhe Young Loninist.
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We do not have Khaitas' declara-
tinn available but frem the polemic
againgt him in the official Pariy
press it appears that some of the main
eontentions are the following:

1. 1t is necessary to review and re-
examine all the decisions of the 111
Plenum of the Ceommunist Party of
Greeen (held April 1930).

2. The pencral tactical slogans of
the Party and espeeially the slogan of
“mass general political strikes” af
the presenl Llime, must be scranped.

3. The basic taclieal line of the
Party must be steered away from ul-
tra-leftism. Otherwise ruin faces the
Party. .

4. The real dangoer to the Comnun-
ist movement in Greeee today comes
from the ultra-left “radicalism®, from
“left” opportunism, from  “left”

phrase-mongering.

5. The cstimation of- the ceonomic
and nalitical silvation as made hy the
ITI Plenum and by the EGCIL repre-
sentative at Uhis plenum wost be re-
examined. :

f. The recent decisions of the Com-
intern are albsolulely unrcalizable in
GGrecee, ) )

He branded the new course of the
Party ag awwreho-syndicelizt and cs-
sentially ultra-left. This declaralion
heenme the oceasion for an open out-
burst, of inmer-Parly struggle. The
Parly paper, [Rizespustis, devotes
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' The First {

The First Tnternational Conference of
the Communist Qppeosition mel b’ a de-
sisive historizal moment.  For the worid
working clags this moment can be charac
terized thin these main features: Fioat,
practically the entire capitalist world is
ftoundering in the depths of o severe
cconomic crists,  Secondly, the wa dane
get bag renched the acutest stape since
the Armistice of 1918, Thirdly, the
Cammuniat International today finds jwsell
paralysed ansofar az inlernational works
ing claes lendership is concerned, It is in
the light of these all-important events
that the first world conference of the
International  Communist  Opprsilion
worked, planned, and arrived ar its de
cisions and policies,
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For three days (December 15, 16, 17)
delegates  representing  the  Communist
Oppositions of Germany, France (Al
sacerLorraine), Sweden, United  States,
Swilzerland, Caecho-Slovakia, and Mor
way ([raternal) met in Berlin and tho-
roly cxamined the international situation,
the crisis in the world Communist mnowve
ment and the problems and tasks of ve-
building and strengthening the Commu-
nist Intermational.  Written reports wete
sabmitted  from Auvetria, Finland, Ttaly,
and Canadn whenee, for legal and finan-
cial reasons, delegates were prevented
from coming. :
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The significance of whis conference
cannot he overestimated, It marked &
decisive point of development in the
stropgle for the reconstruction of the
Communist Fatermational. It laid the
hasis lor effcctive, active cooperation of
the Communist forces in the various coun-
trics expelled for fighting against the
Party wrecking uitra-deft course.  The
spirit of the conlercnce, the manner of
discussion, the way in which decisions
were arcived at, showed how hea]thy Wers
the forces marshalled under ewr banner
in the determined strupple to bring back
the world Party of Communism to the
line and palicies of Lenin, Delegates
epoke as they thought and understood.
Delepates did not ape. Delepates did






