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Progressives and Communists

The Character of the C. P. L. A. - Left Wing and Pro-
gressives -~ Two Dangers for Communists

The present coconomic crisis has sev-
erely shaken smup Americat optim-
jam, .Peaple lack the confidenes they
once had., The ¢nd of capilalism’s
erg of “permancnt” prosporily has
jarred their sense of secuovity. Theve
are signs that people are heginning
to use their heads o think a hille.

Bourpgesis eonvielions of the prow-
es3 of American big business with ils
hoastful  enck-surcdyess has  given
way to questioning and deubling.
Many are raising the gquestien of
whore are we going and what we are
headed for.  Some learncd hourgeois
apelogists are reading the handwrit-
ing o the wall and are franticnlly
calling upon Amcrican eapilalism 19
maot the challenge of Socinlism, to
provide economic securily and to im-
prove malerially the condilions of the
toiling masses, or olse--be donmed,

The working class has surely nol
egseaped the effeals of (e economic
erisiz. It has Deen the worst hil by
the erisis.  The lalior mavemont is
{hewrelore hound ta veach to the change-
a8 i allitude eaused by o orisis,
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A PERIOD OF REVAILVATION

Wao wilnngs it ihe lalor mevanieht
todav a wevalnation process going om
Policies nnd programs ave hoing close-
Iy oxaminet and the question is hoing
asked: What 3 the way oat? The
answear o this question is enusing o
differenlintion and sehizny in many or-
panizationg of the Inher mevament,

The formentation  which  this is
eansing w1 the Ialwor wovement ean-
noli be fgnered by the Comimunists.

Eaneeiaily masl we keep Uhis in mind-

when we estimate the role of dther
organizations in the labhay movement
and cmr rolnlions o them
We eannol. acept {he Teial Com-
munisl Parey's Kinderpooelon oanaly-
gig of all tendencics and mevements
in the laber mevement, © Tha afficial
Commnnist Pavty Jeadorshin has such
a simple anatysis today that nok Lhe
leazl, exertion of hrain enerpy I5 re-
quired, On ile one side are the Com-
munists - lhn “poad ToyE"; on the
other side, all athers—the “bad boys",
they are (raiters, rensgades, “social-
Tageists,” fakors, ofe.  The trouble
with such an analysis is thal besides
requiring no’ ability to think 36 alse
draws a line which dividds Lthe Com-
munisgts Trame the masacs, Tor a poli-
gical Frganizatimm that it senidide.
Regides wmany who are not Comman-
isls today  will he Coramunists to-
morrow, I'uribermore the overthrow
of eapitalism in {he Tnited Siates
will he a mass event veguiring the ae-
Live participatian of many more than
just ihe Communist Party members.
Willi {his v mind lel us consider
what the GV LA, (Muste Mavemant)
is and our velations to b as Cemmun-
isls.
e
WIHAT TS THE CILAZ

The C.P1.A, is not & trade union.
. is not avganized on the hasis of a
araft, irade or industry.

The C.PL.A. iz not an arganiza-
vion like the Trade Union Bdueation-
al League. The T.0J.FE.T. was made
ap entively of members  of  trade
aninns. The C.IMLAL includes in its
ranks as members all whe arcept ils
program regavdicss of whether lhey
are trade unionisls m oven waorkers.

Ttz program is uot eonfined striel-
Ty or cven in the mein fo Drade wnion
fuesLinns. .

Ty iz a semf-poditfen] organizolion
based larpely upon individual mom-
horship regardless of indusiry aned
trade union afliation, conlrolled Dy
a conder which is canstiinled wilhiomid
respecl 1o the varians industries and
trade anions of thoe eountry. T is
bazically more of a political than a
tiade  union  erganizalion. Tt also
Incltz Lhe prercguisiles nf o lell wing
minorily o Leade unian oppositian
yverienil. :

To the extent that the C.17T.A, has
developed a program, i iz differont
rrom the pragram of the Cornpunisis,
Many features of {he political pro-
gram of the CTILA. are oven ap-
posed Lo the progyam of the Commun-
islg.  In the wmain, neveriheless s
trade wnion progroem ean be neeeplod
Ty {he Commisls Tor the eonstitu-
Lien of an oppesition movement in the
trade unions.

The C.PNILA. has for one of ils
main abjectives ihe bmlding up of a
progressive  teadn union moveinenl.
Bul it is nol ¢ssentially a progressive
trade union movement, tha it is very
ofien aceeplod and considernd as sueh.
Within it it has the germs of a pra-
pressive frade union movement, I ig,
however, essentially n left Soecialist
development. between  Bocial-domacta-
oy and Comimunism.  But even here,
orpanizationally, the line of demarca-
Lrom boelween the CPILA. and Social-
domneracy is not so clear. Take the
C.PI. A as an argavizalion. It is
made up of righl wing Socialists, lib-
erals, psuedo left wingers, left So-
cialists and progressives. All of {hese
today finds a place in the orgamza-
tion and a freadem of action becaus:
of the indeliniteness of its polilical
prosram and its lack of = mass rank
and file base in the frade unions,

~That is why Musié Oneal, Thomas,
Lefkowits, Maurer, Saluisky and
others conld up till now rub shoulders
in one organization without any out-
ward sign of frietion. The C.INILA.
ig a leftward developmomt in the
American lahor moverient tho i has
many reaclionary and right elements
within it. .

Becanse of ity political program,
heeause of its membership primarily
of political leaders and irade wunion
officialy, and especially  hecause it
lacks and is not consiituted of rank
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and file trade union masses, the C.T.
1.A. eannot ifaclf boecome the left
wing of the American Urade unions.
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C.PLA. AND COMMUNISTS

When Berl Miller veadis to the seee
tarian trade union line of the Com-
munisl. Pariy lepdership by being
raady to abandon the Communist pro-
gram and accepf the program of the
C.PL.A. in preferonce o the Com-
munict program and urges all to join
the. G.12 1.4, as now constituted as a
gonuine leff wing trade union argan-
izalion in the United Siales, he only
rushes Trom one exlrenie 1o the other
exirome. Thrso who follow him {ol-
lew him oul of the Communist ranlks
and aul of our group.

We recognize that a differsntiation
hag alveady starled within the C.IMI.
A, just as # has fn the Soerialist Paj-
la. Thig differantintion is bound, doe
tao the eonditions prevailing in the
country and their effeets upon the In-
bor movenieni, 1o lead to the divizsion

of the C.INL.A. inlo iis various ele-
ments eausing definite recrystalliza-
tion. The Cormonunist propram is nol
Lo Join the C.PILA. hul 6 uwnite on
conerele fssues with i for develop-
ment of w progressive, o flefiuward
moveneanl. i fhe trade unions brsed
upme trade union messes.  This will
hasten the sehism helween the reac-
{innaries and progressives, the lefi
and righi, in the C.P.L AL, and make
possible a wnion of the lefi forees of
the CINIL A, wilth the Communisls
in the huilding up of a left wing in
the trarde unions.

But the offietal Conmunist Tarty
ealls the Mustnites socinl-faseizls, olc.
el The official Communizt Dar-
ty's idinlic seclarian Yine on the one
hand isolates the Communists and or-
ganizes {he anti-Communist frong and
an {he other hand eovses o Bert Miller
reartion {hat leads away from Com-
munism. .

Our position is neither, Curs.is a
Comvmunist poesitisn making Top yyi-
tv and roafs work.
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A TFalse Orientation in Negro Work

ARE THE UL S. HECRDES A NATION?

Errvor ins #s login ng wall ws lonth!
Andd somclimes the iron logic of orror
deslrovs itsell.  Thus the rocenl Res-
olstion an the Negeo Question in the
finited  Sintes, “eomfirmerd by ihe
Political Commissdon of (he TCOT7;
(The Convnunizf, Fob, 1131%, earries
the present fundamentally false orien-
tation of tha Communist Party upon
the Mepre question o such (strietly
Ingieal) absurdily that the essontially
non-farxian charneier of this ovien-
ralinn siaaeds self-oxposerd.
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WHAT 15 THE NEGRO QUESTION?

Theve arc three Tondamental ap-
proaches possille to the Negra ques-
Lion In ihe . 8. A, T the Negro
minsses 1n this conntry constitule; (1)
a eolomy of American imperialism
(Ve the Virgin Islands, [or cxam-
play: (23 a nationad minarity within
lite Unitled States; or (3) an oppres-
sed raca?

The first pessibilily ohvicusly docs
Nl enrrespond to the facls  since
Lthe regions populated Iy the Negroes
in this country wery elearly constitute
an inlegral part of the »eddonal ceon-
ety of the United States. The second
approach is the hasic point of view of
Lhe. Comintern and of the Party to-
day.

"The Nagro grestien dn the Iinited
Hlafes must be viowed o . as the ques-
tion of un oppressed netion”

In esgenes, lherefore, the Nepro
auestion in the United States, aceord-
ing o 1he Comintern, is really iden-
liral with Lthe preblem af the Cran-
tians.in Yupoesiavia, the Germans in
Hungary, ole.; that is, it is a queslion
nf a walinnal minerity.

Tioes this correspond with the facts?
Do the American Negroes constilube
a wedion in the sense in which the
Croatians, Ukrainiang, or Greeks da?
We guote an “unimpeachable™ autho-
rity, none other-than Comrarle Sialin
himzelf, who writes quite well on this
quastion:

“A wedien,” he savs in his artiele,
Marxizsm and the Nalional Question,
wrillen in 1313, “f2 aa hdigloricnlly do-

veloped,  consolidaied and  endwring
community of longweage,  iervitory,
geonomic  Hfe, wsychie  sirueture—

witteh wranifests dself i the commar-
wiky of enltwra”

IMave the American Negroes n
“eomimunily of  language, terrilory,
ceonomic life, peyehic strmacture™ as
distinel, Teom the white people at alt
comparable in tgpe (nat mercly in
degree) to the dislinetions betwoen
the Hungarian and the German, he-
iween  lhe  Greai-Russian and  the
Clrainian? To maintain such a posi-
tion iz possible only Tor fhose whao
lrorwr absolulely nothing of the sitaa-
Lion of the Neprs masses in this eoun-
Lry.
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THE “BLACK BELT"

The champlans of the “natinnal
minorily”  fheory realize the fatal
waakness of their ease and arc redue-
ad 1o the most absurd dodgss to hal-
siar it up. The first prerequisite for
a nalion Is certainly a “community
of territory” (oven the mast enthus-
tie of ithe offieinl theorelicians wi]l
nol insist on a special “Negro lan-

cuage’).  Here they appeal Lo the
“Rlack Bell™®  What i ihis "Hlack
Beli”?  Tn ihe Ssuih there are about

200 eontiguous  counlies  in varions
states in which the Negroes constitute
a majority of the ponulatinn, In these
counlies there are about AL million
Neprocs (oul of a tefal Negro popu-
lation of the U. 8. A, amounting to
12000,000).  These 200 connlics are
gathered together, by the official theo-
reticians {under the inspiration of
Johm Pepper--see his pamphiel Am-
arican Negra Problems), as the “Ne-
era-land” of {he “Negro nation™ just
ng the Ukraine is the Jand of the
Tkrainian wnation, Treland of ihe
Irish nation, eic,

Bul of course il is elear that this
is absurd. Quite apart from the faet
that omly 25% of the Negroes in the
T, B A live in ths “Nepro-land,”
‘who will maintain ihat the “Black!
Relt” has any real ceonomie, histori-i
cal, or social unily—that it s very:
muech more than a gronping of enun-
ties not hasgically diforent from those
countics wheve the Negroes Torm, not
tha majorily, but a very larege zoction
of the population? Dut the Comin-

tern Regolulion on the Negro Questinn
even pons further: it maindaing that
the “Black Bell” was onee {when?}
# politieal unity and that ils politienl
unity was deliberately  desiyeyed hy
an artificig] division inlo siates!!)

“At the present dime the Nagin
zore—praaisely  for the purpose of
focilitating  waliowal  oppression—is
wrdificinlly split wp and divided into
2 wawiber of enriows sintas .7

Imagine a man, protonding le un-
derstand American probiews, wlhio in-
slgte that Alabama and Arkansas and
Misgissippt were deliberalely erealod
in order Lo divide (gerrymander'y the
“Black  Belt”!  When ihe official
thesreticians have te rosord to such
phaniagins theiv ease st ba bad in-
ideod !
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THE QUESTION OF “SELE.NDETER-
MINATION”

_ The eoneeplion of the Negsio gques-
tion as a wafionil question loads di-
reetly Lo the farmulaiion of the slegan
of  self-deferminalion ns the “main
slogan of the Comminist Darly in
the Black Bell.” What does this right
ol “relf-determination” mean?

Yoo It i necessmry . . . 0 Dring
logetfter fnto nne governmeontal il
afl districts of the Sowtlh where the
winjovity of the scliled popidation
ennaists of Negroes™

This “unit™ should have the right
of “determining for ilself the velntiong
helwen (s dountry vnd ofher goveris
mewls, espeaiclly fhe Iiudted Slafes”
—the “Nack Delt” (the 200 “conii-
gurizs eounties™) is @0 have the right
of gocession from (he Unifed States!
Then why nol the sceession of Lhe
“eonbipuouz wardsT in IIarlem from
the City of New York and from the
Unitedl Blates?  There is at least
as mmueh  “community  of  territory,
and cconcinie 1ife” in TTarlom as in
the "Tlack Relt.”

Bul net anly should we preach the
righi of the Black Balt to secossion;
the mnvement for separatism in the
“Hlack Belt” is prowing, and soon
"the guestion of the indepondence of
the Hlaok belt aill hecome a0 quesiion
af tha ey Nao lege!
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SERIOUS CONSEQULNCLS

ANl this nomsanse may seom meore
absupdity—hut it has serious conse-
quenees. A enddrely  venmoucs  the
Murxist basis for the wmork of the
Comanist Party among the Negro
masscs; b makes effective work fa-
possifde. And  the Resobution ilself
bears lestimeny 1o the falseness of
the roatd pointed aut by it:

1. The new enurase eomiplelely un-
derestimales the significance of (he
Nepra proletariat and of the tenden-
vies in the dircetion of the proleta-
manizalion of the Negroes, Since the
peasaniry is the historieal beaver of
the naliomal-revolutionary movement,
and sinee the Nepre guesiion is o
"malional”™ question, the Nogro peas-
andry {in the South) iz therefore the
Tundamentally decisive section of the
Negro  population.  Therefore, the
strupgle of the Neprn workers in the
North is to he subordinated to the
‘matinnal-liberation” stmgrle in the
South (See seclion 12 of Reanludion
and clsewhore), where there is a
"rapid approach of a wvevolutionary
erizig™ {geclion 5}..

2. A= a result of #ts fundamentially
false estimation of the Nepre ques-
tion, the new conrse offers the strong-
ost objective support to the reaction-
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As we have repeatediy pointed
sty the “Sunshine’ movement is
beginning to peter oul. Tt is cotn-
ing down with a vialent hang, the
reporeussion of which will be cost-
lv. All the “Tavorable™ trade stat-
tstics arn now sn exploded that
theiv boomers aiid hoosters are fly-
ing to cover. Bteel ingol owtpul,
tho tavgper for the meanth.  still
shows operations al Jess than 4645,
capacily and  as compared with
Janmuary of last year, already in,
the slomp, was 1,312,884 tons less,
Tor the firast time, car loadings




