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The L_ogi’c_.of a Wrong Line

e _-New'Yotk Dress Sj:rike |

(Cmar;iwff.'{i"._ﬁ'om lrgh dssne)

The General. Trade Union Line

When applied to yhe trade unions as n
whale we are nosv ahle to see how ridicur
lons, how suicidal, - the scctarian trade
anien liae of the Party is. The statement
of the GO, published on Feb. 18 enntains
the follawing: :

“The main lever by which the Come
muisl Party ovpanizes the basic mass
of the pealeiarint is the trade unions.
Our Party bas nol yet lenmed how to
nse this lewer, In the Usnited States
there are 39,000,000 bired  workers.
OF them not mere than 2% million
are arganized inthe AL B of L.oand
othor Lrade union allinnces and only
aboul 15,000 arc organized (n the reve
alutionary trade unions endrre tha load-
ershin of the Trade Union Unity
League,”

Only 15,000 claimed for all the TUUL
unicns | and  the actual, memberships s
even less!  Bp U5 clenr there ean he nn
weaning mas revdiationary trade’ unian
movernent wilnut 4 powerful left wing
in the AL Fooal Looand sther mars wions
wtalling 3% million meombers,

k4 b £

Ou’ Line

Before the strike was actuadly called the
Communist Party 17§ Ac {Majarity
Group) {ormulited its pasition towards
the same in o dnonent issued t s oveme
hership on Febioary 1001

This dacument gave Ml approvak to
the appeal of Zimmerman, Melson and
Stenzor Lo the GUEB. mecting of Decem:
her 15-18 and concnded as [obows:

"WWe are nut central anoany slenge
gle tnvalving the workers against the
Losses. We ocan'l dolormine e ate
titude sy the oumbor of workers in-
wobved in the snke.  As far as the
workors are capcerned. for them it
witl be a resnine sirike” The calling
of the stmke makas i impoctant Tor vs
Lo give 1 wae i supparl and to do
everythiag 10 our power ta lring the
strike o sucerssful conclusion, This
mieans That nur comratles most par
cipate in the strike, must be active in
the ctrike and must da overything to
inspire Lhe workers te struggle milis
tantly for their domands, agamst the
basses. This docs sot mean that dur-
g the conrse al the strike we give
up o aight to erilicize the leades-
ship whersewer it acts against the i--
ierosts ol tie sriking workers, Al
our enmrades who are dresamakers and
members o the Needls Trades Waork-
ers Indisteind Union muast ga ant on
strike, whetker they may he working
in wuninn oy nan-enion sheps. T8 anr
comrade; are working in nenennion
shaps thea tiey mug do overpthing in
thair powsr o pull the shops down
on strike 1005 We shoubd  jnsise
in this strike that speeial efforts’ shonid
e made 10 organize the wnorgasized
workers and 1o pull down on steike
all open Jrees shops! We muat insist
that the sivike must Te directed maine
iy 1o the wepanization al the unorgn-
izedl workers 0 the apen dress shops,

“"The questinn thergfore of our ot
titade Lo the dress shops of the Tnter
antional  Ladies Goement Warkers
Linion o dweporiant. We realized this
when we put [orward aur propaosals
for a unied lront. We are opposed
to such 1 srike strategy which il
hring to 1he Tore 3 war hetwees the
Tnternatineal Ladies Garment Workers
Usien and the Needle Trades Wark,
ors Indusnat Hadon on which wnion
has jurisdictineg aver Lthe workees al =
patticulas sbop. Buch strike strategy
will only keip to develep a war be-
Meren (he warkere, whick will serve
the interestz of the hosses and not the
workers.

“We wall ficht most hiltetly agmnt
cvery ol which will e made by the
rigghe wing  eficialdem of the Tnter
natienal Ladine Garment Weoikers
Union i3 take nwver shops of the
Weedle  Trades  Workers  Industrial
Unian 2 apen shaps cailed out on
strike Dy the Needie Trades Workers
Industyial Linionm,
for the sume reasen, we will oppnse all

moves o the part ol the Needle
Trades Waikors Industrinl Union, to
call out an sirike dreess shops of The

ITmernatioant Ladies Garment Wark-

ers LIniun.

by Ben Gitlow

were being made. The Daily Worker of
Feb. 12 reprris: L
“The sclticment cammiliee al the
wrnon stavted  westerday 1o draw up
apreaments with the dozens of needle
trades hosses who have applicd for set-
tlements tn end the steike ™

On Fehruary 22 the strike was ]11'.:16'
deally aver, The dtem in the  Dhaily
Worker of Felwoary 23 proves this:

“Ion kath cities the strike commillcas
have Deguy to drw up scithements
with the needle trade empioyers and
drces makers  have pone  Dback o
Cwarl altee winning the Tallowing de-
mands: Recopnition of the WNeedle
Trades Warkers Jodusteial Union, af-
fliated with the T UL, an in-
crease in wage, the 40-wonr Seday
week, vecnpnition of the shop come
mittees, equal pay lor equal work {or
voung workers, women, and Neproes,
abiolitinn nf all discrimination against
Negre dressmakers and upemployment
INSIErARCE.

“The Dress Conteactors Pratective
Associntion 11 New York ag well as
tndepondent shops have already sipn-
el agreements with  the  Fuelustrial
Uninn 1a thiz effeet”

Note carelully that the acnial apree-
ment with thg Assaciation is not queted
only the drofis of the dtike commitices.

The Daily -Worker of Febrmuy 25
gives the actual details of the stroike sct-
tlements, T quate:

“The answer of the Needle Thades
Warkers Industrial Union to the con-
tention thot the presest s & bard tme
Lo strike is that mare than 1,00 dress
makers i New York City have gone
Back o work with inciensed wapes, a
A0-hour f-day week, and recognilion
of the chep comnittees and of théir
fighting Industviad Unjan—the steile
bas Leon in progress only a week™

" Mate here no statcmeat of what the e

erease actually amownted to. No o mini
mum wage scales worked avl and ne un-
employment insurance fund. The Daily
Worker editarial on Felwvaey 17 consider-
ed the uncmployment insurance demand
one of the wost imporlast when iU siot-
el

"The onithusinstic action of whale
shops walking ot in recent  days,
shows the yesponse of the workers to
the demands formulated. Nav the
least dmpartant of these b= the de-
mamd  for Unemployment Insuraece,
a deminnd  Tor which  every workéby
should srugele and one [or which all
workers are ll!'[.{IEd to dJemonstrate an
Fehruary 13, Internauional  Fighting
Dy Against Unemployment,™ i
What are the facts? Workers have all

gone bhack on the old basis which is no
conditions spend-up and Tong hours. Some
shops Kave actually eonsented to eecluce
tien in wapes and prices (or piece work.

The failure of the strike is bound to re-
sall in 2 worsening instead ol an - im-
provement of conditoins.

The Daily Worker of Maisch 6 gives

added prool 1o the actunl kind of settles
ments made when it reports:

“Three  Morc Shaps  Join Dress
Strilke, 1800 Back at Higher Wapes.
Worve Than 1,800 Dresamakers Fave
Wen Improved Canditions Since the
Burike Regan. These gains include
40dhionr Sedlay week, inoveases my wog-
cg, recopnitinn of shop compritiess;
and the Vnion., When it is consider-
ed that helore die strike these 1,500
dressmakers worked  60-70 hours a
wrek f{or starvatien wages, the gaing
of the strike se far arg obvious.”

Shops were settled  onoan individual
hasis,  MNo  defmile  understanding on
terms! - Same shops were seltled by the
settlemenl commiltes, athers hy the shap
committees so that Yspecial conditions™
could -he grasied to the hosses,  There
was complete demoralization.  Workers
with jahi at stake clamared [or smmedinte
cettlements and a chance to get back on
their jobs regavdless of the strike. Tven
the few Party memhers and sympathizers
\'."I)(J camo {I'(}I'ﬁ OpPEn 5]10]]5 WETC gi\mn
releases early and pormitted 1o 20 back
to wirk. The unemplayed were kept in
the halls 1o keep up the semblance of a
strike while afl the athers went back to
work, : :

The strike settlements are very  well
characterized by the boss wha sl “1
settled with the Industrial Umion heesuse
it is the weaker one and 1 am therelore
able to el betier terms)”  The waorkers
wha went back to the settied shaps were
taxed or @ strike that was not in cxist-
eace.  The settlements, the condilions fme
pased upon the workers or their eeturn
te dhe shaps, bave aroused deep resent-
ment and disgust. Workers are express.
tng Lhemselves baverly against the left
wing and the Communists,  Such s the
ponal state of afaics amon)y workers wha
only a fow years agn were the spearhead
af the milllant workers in the American
trde union movement snd whose heraic
mazs batiles, marked by selidarity and
determination, were an inspiration o the
entive working class.

What o setllement!
whatgoever gained! A wirteal debaclel

These are the {enfis ol the wrogs
trade wnion policy of the Commuinast
Party, “Red™ wnion and TUUL lender-
ship,

Wo conditions

T KN

Whal a tragedy for (e left wing in
A lelt wing that led
masses in hernic strugeles, the militancy
and heraism ol which were an iaEpiras
tinn to Lhe entire babor movement,

The lessan ol the dress serike dehacks
is; Tnto the mass organizations of the
workers, the mnions!  Qrpanize
anew and build the leit wing!  Toglt frr
a program of uitily ‘against thy bogses,

tive mecdle trodes!

wade

agamnst the reactionary oifeinls in the in-
Caly by holding
the deft wang in the needle trades, by or-

tercsts of the workers

gamizing the unorganized, by o fighting
program  haseed 11h€111 the realitics ol the
elags stmpele, wil o righily  indnstrial
npinn of all the necdle. trades workers be
achieved 2nd WICLRTY WOt

" Problems of the Negro Masses

WHICH WAY: LABOR OR CAPITAL?

by Will Herberg

{Canchided  from lash issna)

3. “"Collnbarating With the White Bosses™
But the most insidious, the most dan-

izerous proposal is al the same ume the

“most wideespread: the idea that the Negra

At the same time

Such action is hanad tec

! . ; i
develop inta an inter-union strugele

that will Jivide the workers, dl'ssi];atn
the streilee and help the bosses,

“We call upon all members of our
proup thoactively suppert the strike
and o help win the strike. We must
not forgel that our policy (s a palicy
{or the development of unity - among
the workers and for a united warke
erg class Frond apainst the Trasses”

L

The Course of the Strike

The strike was caled on Fehranry 17
The tdea of a general strike was aban-
domed. [0 wae called just “strike” to
congeast it with the niactice of right wing
burperats of calling stoppages, The best
that conld b said Tar the strike wns that
v war & wery poor stoppage. . The rer
sponse was very poor. The Daily Work.
er avoided giving actual figares. | DBe-
tween 2 oand 3,90 workers, employed and
unemployed respemded. | Picketing | was
pacr and inefectual. On the secand day
of the stitke the Daily Worker carvried
an appeal for the necessity of swelling
picketing o order Lo win, Party mem-
bers and close sympothizers did nat ve-
spord ad many, in stopping work, made
nnatkempt o ol down other workers
in order to have o posuability o return
tn work when wiven permission by Lhe
nion to do s Revolntionary phrases do
not necessarily resalt in revolutionary ac
tion during o period of stonpgie. The
line of the lendeiship sowed pessimism,
defeatism, ad the rankest opportunism
in the ranks of the Party membership
anid their close sympathizers,

L

Then—Scttlements!
Three days alter the strike scttlements

workers should adopt & condiliatery ateir
tde to the white capitalists, should mnke
“rantessions,” in order to acquire a bet
ter and firmer position §1 industry.” This
attitude  is common o praclically  all
trends of Negra hourgeats aoeial thoupht,
from the Urban League to Gacveyism, as
the fallowdng illuminating quotations in-
dicate: :

"I believe that the interest of ny
people fice with the wealth of the pa-
tion and with the class of white peo-
ple who control it (Rishop  Ca-
rey}. (8)

"It scems stranpe and a paradox,
hart (he only conveneing Ericad the
Negro warker ar lahorer has in Amer-
ica at the present tme is the white
capitalist. - The capilalist being selfish

. 3% willing and glad 1o vse Negro
labotr wherever possible on a scale
reasanably  below the standard union
wage .

“TE the Nepro takes my adwice he

“wll oL always kesp bus scale of wagen
a little lower than the whiles L
hy doing sa he will kecp the gond will
of the white employer . 0" {Marcos
Garvey). {M

“Thefe is cvery indication that it {a
the intention of the great iqdustries
to [oster and Favor the Negro worke
man . Far the Negre wantonly to
flout their peneronas aduances by join-
ing (he restless ranks which threaten
industeial- ruin would be fatuans sui

woelde. '

“AL present the eapitalist class pos
cgess the énliire and conscience which
Chold even the malignily of race pas
SiDR (0 resiraing . Wharever gnad
or ewil the [oare wmay hold v stare
for him, today's wisdem hecdless aof
logieal consisteney deomands that he
stand  sheoulder to shoulder with the
captaing of industry.”  (Prof. Keliy
Miller). (B} : )

Is it necessary to underiake a sevians
refutation of Prol, Miiler's remarks ahout
the ahsence of race passinn amaong the
“eultured™ white bourgenisie? Race pre-
judite as such is an integral part af white

capitabist ideclogy and (L is precesly he-
caver the Ameriean working class s 5o
bourgecis-minded (ic., is so backward- in
clags-conscinusness) that it has allowed it-
self tn ke corvupied, i the most devious
and sabile ways, by these “eullured™
knights of the rope and laggu.  Is not
hiding this Iact ohjectively atmost the
snine as defending the lyachers and their
protectors? ) )

15 it nut ahvicus that by “collaberating™
with the white capitalist® the Negro wark-
er wanld be helping the oppressor play
his nld, ofd game: “Divide and rulel” By
making hiinself the tonl of the white boss,
the Negin worker would merely strength-
en the force that woold hoat him dow
sl further.  Certain sections of the white
employing class mipht quite conceivahly
welcame  the “offer o  collaboration™
made in the name of the Nepro wurkr:r.q|
by the Negro bourgeoisic. with the oh- |
vious purpase of pliving o oe section
al the lahor moveme e againgt the othery
It what possible  advantage—of other
tian merely temparary, illusory character
—snch manecuwvers can hring the Nepro
workers themselves not even the péreuar
sive tongue ol Prodessnr Miller can make
e " ‘

One of the most sevinns aspects of the
Wegra hourgemisic’s prapaganda of class
eollahoration between the Nepro workers
and the white hosses is the fact thet It
ndds fuel to the horrilble farges of race
prejudice which the white honrgesisie’ is
fansing (ot only deliberately but primaric
Iy thru the abjective mechanics gf cluss

WI'T'H March  praciieally gone

anl wo langible evidence of
improvement al hand or in sighi,
the almosphere is being propared
for postponing fully all hopes of
a heginming of recovery until the
Fall. The Department of Agricult-
urc repovs that farm prices have
reached the Jowest level in twently
vears has ehilled the ardor of even
the most fantastic optimists.  All
Tigures still indicate hogr declines
from thé corresponding week of a
vear ago already seriously depres-
sed and, whon compared with the






