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Two Years of the New T rade Union Line

The Road to Isolation

The Cleveland  conveotion
changed the pame of the Trade Uaion
Educationzl League to the Trade Union
Unity League was a historieul cvent of
{nr-veaching consequence to the Commute
ist movement of the United States, The
Clevelund gonvention was held g Supt
cimber 929 almast Lwo years ugw.  The
aew trade union line of the Cummenmist
Party wus then and there put inty eltest.
The work in the Teactionary urions was
abundoned. The T.U.UL, was lenched
a5 u Conugounist trade unjon cemter, The
cevers] hundred | Party members  who
were brought to Clevetand as delegates,
who reptesented neither trade waions of
massus, were the bass for the clabn that
the convention was a mass cunventlon and
thut the movewent it lunched o s
Leveinent.

The Communist Party leadevshin gloris
ficd the event. They said o new eca o
the trade union ovement was forthe
coming, that the I U L. L., Tollowing
che new trade union line, would lead the
workers aut of the mire of the “sacial
Tuscist” organizations (their characteriza
tion of the existing trade unions) it the
frev atmosplicre of the now revolutiens
ary industrinl anions affiliated with thie
T . U L. These, they reiterated,
would became the dominuting and  all
ewbrucing trade unicns,
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The Main Features of the New Line

Ler us examine the nsin Teatures of
the new trade union line frum which
the Awmurican working class wis to ex
pect such narvebous results.

I. The A, F. of L and independent

umions were” Csocial-ascist” wmions, ane

which cannot avoid
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them either in ostrich like
fashivn by burying one's head in the
sand, or bluwing the poor cxecution of
the line by lower trade union Tunction-
uries. Browder, Foster, Bedacht, Hatha-
wiy, Dunne, Bittlemen, Jobnstane, with
Stalin, Mulotoy and Losevsky to boot
can not wake the new Hoe work. [t i3
a wrong ling leading w defear and diy
aster, Lo is lefuism with o vesgreance
bringing with it ull the fruits of such a
pahey. '

1. 'Uhe new unions, the atbembracing
“revolutivnary industeial unions™ of the
T.UL, (miners, marine, texte, needle
metyl, food, shos and leather, printing,
et} have all combined less than 19,000
members.  This startling fact s admte
ted by the Polotival Coponittee of the
Party in an official statement published in
the Duaily Warker.

2. The left wing has heen deliaitely
liguidated.

3. The few steike movernents - under
Communist and T.U U L. leadership have
ended in defeats.  [Minois mincrs, Law-
rence and Southern teatile strikes, shoc
workees strikes in New York, and the
dresumakers strike in New Yook arve the
vutstaading  debacles of the new tade
union line. ’

4. Crganization of the unorganized has
ceased altopether.

§ The Commurmists Bave lost styike
lendership and all strike movements taks
ing place agalnst wage-cuts, speed-p, For
prganization of the unoryanized are ww
der A, Fooof L. oor independent trude
univn leadership,

6. No movewent {or the unemployed]
bis been developed in the trade unions

Howorking  class  organizations  which
wust be destroyed,  Hence all worck in-
side of the existing unions was cither 10
be abandoned wr, O continued, wast be
of a destrective not wonstructive  ¢hace
acter,

1A lelt wing in the trade onions
wits ut lohger compatible with the bues-
ing needs of the present situation which
wits estinted as tevolutdonary, B wiach
there was going on o widespread radic
ealizativn ol the anasses. Hence the L
LLEL the center of the lefe wing, was
liquidated, anlong withe the lefe wing it
self.

3. The wwtic of e united {rone, on
irunediate ‘every day issugs, was piven Up.
All who were not yer ready o accept

the Communist position i the  fabor
moveait--from  clussconsciuwg b ft
wingers to the  archereactionaries  like

Maechew Woll—awere brinded s “socials
fuscists™, as epomics of  the  working
chigs.

4, The polivy of wade union umty wis
zbandoned amd in ats plice way substi-
tuted the policy of splitting organizitions
and  luunching new  “revoluticoory  in
dustrial unions”

5. A pulicy of dund unionism cinbody
ing the warst features of De Leonist see
tarianism was adopted and the TUU L.
put up a dual teade union conter.

. The new line norresed dJown the
new  fracde union movenwest LOo# Cronn
musist Party appendage. The progran of
the T2 UL, was hused upos the aer
ceptance uf the dictatorship of the pros
letaring, the orpunizations subjected to
the mechuoigat t|lLlI:i]_1u12LtiiJle of the Cane
munist Party officiabdow, while the lead:
ership was restricted mginly to the oo
bers of the Comnunist Paty.

7. The every-duy sorupple for boteer
conditinns was  Juoked upon with cun-
tewpl.  [ostead, peneral abstesct revolw
tionary  objectives were pub Torward as
the ann of ol stvike wrutegy, attempred
prannizition  drives and bade undon dee
Livity.

%, The fratcicidadl war caused by the
Comintetn " Address in the Comnnmmns
Furty was taken up in the oow usjons
converting them iota wirtval units of the
Purty. Al cupable expericnced  trade
apion lvaders who differed witly the now
line were sutstuarily removed and many
sxnrlled [romn their prganizations.
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Then Amd Now

The imposition of the new trade union
fine chiracterized absirve Wils H
ghitrp and  decisive break with the old
trade univn © line of  the Purty. The
Communist Lnlersational hud to vecop-
nize that the old rrade uoion ling which
prevaibed  during less favoruble  coandi-
rions, ut oa time of sucalled prosperity
and high wages, brought results. I osat-
ed in 1928 that the Amcrican Party we
ahle to initicte and Yead ferce class struge
plos oual as o result was oo the road of
becoming o mass party. We had eex
tile strikes. (Passaic, Noew Bedford, Cus
tonia), needle trades  strikes  (Furrrs,
cloak makers, dresy mukers), coul miners
strikes, and other movewents, A big
left wing was being developed o the
trade unicns.  Bilg fssues like amalgane
tion and the 40-hauy week werte being
broupht to the fore in the labor move
ment and the organization of the unor
rarized war actually taking place., .

Now with an  ecunemic  crisls, wide

masy wnemployiment, wagescuts, intensified

cxploitation, a wide, growing discontent
among the masses, what his the oow
traudle uniem line accomphished? - What has
it to show in the way of accomplish-
nents! .

What we predicted would happen, has
huppencd.  We raised the aliem two yeus
apo. We said the new teade union line
would wut work and could nut work, We
said it would izolate the Communists from
thu trade union masses, thae on the trwde
unipn field it would lead not only to iso
lativn but also to demoralization, defeats
und chaos.

The flowsry pluases  of the new
trace union ling have withered away be-
fore the stern reality of time, the con
pelling facts of history standing out in
beld eelief as an objeet lesson to all Corn-
munists and to all thinking workers,
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The Balance Sheet

The lollowing is the black, dismal] bal-
ance sheet of the past two years

7. Develaping Ieft nitvelneats were
fought as “sociul-laseist” manifestuions
and the epportunity for developing a ledt

winggr wis loal; thus the lingis min-
ers revolt and  the aotbracite  outlow
strikes e the  cutstunuding  examples

ol o suicidal sectarian attitade 1o loft de-
velopinents in the Jabor mevement.

8 The pnempluymest campaign of the
TAUL. started with the Marel Gth de-
wanstoitions, has dwindled  down  and
pcturtd L.

¥
The R. [, L. U, Speaks!

Why add to the dismul picture? The
Bed Intermational of Labor Uniens o
Maoscow ta which the T L is afliliue-
e, coulld no lonper shut its eyes to the
devastation wrought by the new line
This s clear Trom dts rezolution on the
T U U, L. published in the Daily
Workee of May 18, 1935

SHevedeless,  the  revolutionary
vadons and che T U, UL L have boen
declimimg i nuabers, and - have lost
considerable positiuns o the vanks of
the  working  elnss during recent
months, ay a direct consequence of @
numher of defdets and  mistukes in
therr work § Phitadelphia nacine work-
wiy ogtrike, the extreme weakeoing of
the textile oroganizativn in the South,
indifference w A, F. L, workers oubr

tueey i Reading, the Blisols uiner

atrike, the situation i the metal and

shoe industries, ete. )

Black coough!  Let us proceed!

The resolution states further:

“The fundamentul weakness of the
T. U U L s the [uct, that at 3
time se faveruble for revolutionary
work, it iy still [ailing to orgunize the
workers in struggle foc their daily de
rands and oeeds, Az o oresuls, it las
found itsclf to a considerable cxtent
detachued from the wide masses be
cabge it hus been unable to establish
itself as the leader ol the daily strug-
ghe™

This bears out nrecisely what we huve
alarays charged. The reselution goes on

Ay u result of these wistakes, the
revalulivnary unions can rarely e
vord an incrcuse of membership and
influenee after strikes, and numerowss
strikes take place withoet the pattict-
pativn and over the head of the rovor
luttonary undoms,

For pointing this cue vituperation and
abuse were lwerled against us, Bur let us
procued with the resolution of the Profb
intern: it 1y very instructive:

“A wery weak spor i the work of
the T. U, U, T, 15 the organization
of sppositions in the refornist wnions,
--a branch of work which has al-
wost eompletely disappeared ™

These proufs of the effects of the new
trade union line cannot be denjed. Even
Losovsky and the Profintern are forged
te recodnize them and deal with them.

¥k

The Way Out

The way out is for the Party members
and left wingers to vecopnize that o om-
plete decisive break with the new line
is necessarv. Such a break can only come
with o frunk recognition that the line s
sectaritn, adventurist, doal udopist and
WL,

Fle Party oeanbees must Tight aguinst
the wrone line and demand why chose
who were capuble of furseeing its resules
and hud e courape to fight the new
trade umion line two years ago were uxe
pelled from the Parey.

The Profintern  reselugion,  howeyer,
suggests no  Jundamental  chonge. t
propeses musteuvers wbout Tunited fronts™
and  wark  in the  reactionary  wLions
that ereate ilusions but no fundamental
change i line, It wdheres to o Vsocial-
fuscist™ interpretation ol the trade unione.
Its velusal for all united front actien with
feftward developing movements in the A.
. of L. and indeecudeut uniens is chne
acteristic. Its insistonge on buildine wp
of “revolutionary unions” as laid  down
by the congress of the Profiton coee
tinues the disastrous L,

All Commanisits and deft wing forces
wust unite and fight for @ return tood
tade  usior policy ehat will usite the
trnde union progressive  and  militant
forces, build the left wing, orgunize the
enorpgatized  and anake possible efective
sleugile  against the weactionary  trade
union hurecricy and capitiabise,

The S

Cuttess Loca! Big 4 of the Asalgun-
ated Clothing Workers ol A is the
scene todny ol w bitter internal struggle
betweelt the rank and file, cspectully e
wremployed workers, aod ooe of the moust
uotoTiously  sorrupt and teade
union admieistrations, the admisistration
ol Philip Orlolsky, the business wanager
al the Loval,

wigins

The fight in Local 4 facd up as the
result of Lhy spontiacous activo ol the
memployed  cutters, Fully  onestisivd ol
the cotite umion membership s ont of
work, Unable to besr these condiiens,
the waemployed mentbers of Local 4
baded wpether and began we nwhe in
sistent deoands at their union ucetings
aned thru mass weetings of thedr own What
something Le dene Jor the wnenpioyel
Nothing haowever wis done.

Plilip Orlolsky took steps to tervenae
and crush this mwveanent of the uneme
ploved. So fur he Bas falded o do oso
He used the most foul means for this
purpose. Charges of “dus! univnism™
and threats of viclenee have becns made
against the unemployed and others wiw
have dared to raise any oppustion to
the wdministration at the eetings of
the local union. Ooe cuteer, Biax Lesser,
an old wewber in the union, has alreardy
been suspended fram  the  organization
va trweped-up charges, Besides such out-
rugeous dueclsions, suspensions, cxpulsiuns,
ete., the Oriofsky adwimstontion is using
the unennloyment  relic]  fund of  the
lacal wnion for it own cliue purposes.
Workers who do nut appear favorably
in the cyes of Philip Orlofsky hawve been
deorived of reliel while his cronies and

Langeeson have been paid out hundreds
of dollars. The fusd s administered sole-
ly by Phabip Orlofsky. There is no check
up or control over the manner in which
he administers thiy fund, Recently Philip
Orloisky has buen cutling  unemployed
workers inte his oflice and has been tells
ing them openly that il they attead meet-
ings of the unemployed or if they con
tinuae to oppose hioe in the lecel union,
they will nt get ane cent of wnemploy
ment relicf, At o union meeting recently,
e abso stuted that ns far as he was con
aeeed anyone who did not suppott him
in the local union would not per a job i
e gould  help !

The protests of the unemployed Lave
tlie bocking of the workers who are em:
ployed in the industry because the regime
of Philip Orloisky is also respoasible for

One the most corrupt relations with the em-

RANK AND FILE REVOLT IN A. C.W.

1rgle of the Unemployed in Local 4

pliyers at the expunsd of wnion condition:
ard the wellure of the workess.
'R
A conuniies  of cutEer
recently visited Sidney Hillown, the prest
dent- ol the Amalgonasted Clothing Work
ere of America, for the purpose of pre

wtean ployedd

senting to him the situation in Local 4
Tiey dempuded ¢hat he step in and
chanpe the conditions which prevail there
This committes abse demanded thar el
decision of the last theee conventions o
the Awmalgamated for o $hour wecl

cwith d4hours pay be imiecdiately en

forced as o measure to bring song fea
telict 1o the uncmployed, Sidney Hil
wan in his interview with this censmitte
stated that {s was Lupussible to put (o
wiurd the 40-hour week nronposal now, tha
they could have a 4liour week if the
agreed to accept A0-howrs pay. As far a
the 36-hour week proposal to provide fou
hours work {ur the unewployed  tha
could Le estpblished only by accopting
the stundurds of production which waouls
mean the specd-up and piecework i th
cutting rooms. As far ay matters pertain
ing Lo the oficials of the Local 4 are con
cerned, he only made vigue Tpromizes)
So far he has done absolutety nothing,
£ ox o

The unemployved workers are demind
ing the abolition of a svstem of temp
orary eards which mokes practically ever
warker only o tempotary worker in th
indugtry who can be discharged by th
buss if he desives to do so or temove
from the job by the upion business mar
ager i he does not like the pusition o
the workers s the local union, The wr
emnloyed workers are demanding  th
ahalition of the 10% assesment Jor th
unemptoyed relief wnd in its place, th
estublishment of o system whereby th
employed cutters work four lours les
a day in order to nprovide four hours woer
for the unemployed. Alse the unemploye
are demanding the sivier carrying out o
the provisions of the local union fe
equal distribation of work. They also d
mand, as & measure to provide work fo
the unemployed cutters, the replacemer:
by union cutters of the mancfacture
whe work at the tables. The movement ¢
the unemploved cutters im Local 4 h
been paining such  momentum and  ha
gained such wide support amung the en
ployed cutters that its presents o disting
threat o the deminzice of the Ca
Orlolslky and  his’  admintration. owe
the affairs of the lacal unian.

This movement is bound to becom



