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1 By JAY LOVESTONE,

] O talk of the role the Communist
‘ press plays in the class struggle,
Liq to talk of the role of one of the
! most powerful weapons employed by
the revolutionary proletariat in the
struggle for the abolition of the bour-
geois order and the establishment of
| a Communist society,

l The capitalist press is an integral
'part of the state apparatus of the ex-
| ploiters. The capitalist press is part
of the whole mechanism. Side by
side with the army, the naval forces,
| the institutions for mis-education,
‘the bourgeois newspapers and maga-
zines are used by the ruling class to
maintain itself in power.

N fact, the development of a class

press serving against the workers

‘| is as much a criterion of the power-of
any national capitalist group as is the
development of its spy system and
military apparatus. The preéss of the
exploiting class functions all the more
effectively, with all the more cunning,
as the bourgeoisie tighten their grip
over the prolétariat. The press serves
the capitalists as a fountain source
for new strength, for winning over
i new allies, for poisoning the minds
| of the 'workers.
‘ The poison pen of the employing
class is one of the most dangerous
foes that the proletariat has to con-
tend with in its struggle.

N the United States, the capitalists

have developed what is perhaps the
most effective subservient press in the
possession of any ruling class. We
do not speak here merely of numbers.
Nor do we speak here merely of the
influence that one or a handful of the
gso-called national newspapers wields
in this country. We speak here of the
' | extremely dangerous role and the
{almost immeasurable dynamic part
played by the American press in mo-
bilizing sentiment for the exploiters
and against the workers. Truly, the
American press has altogether too of-
ten succeeded in painting the Ameri-
can government as a government play-
ing 'aneutral and non-partisan role
"lin the struggles of the working class,
| | The poison pen of Wall Street has on
, | many occasions served to .paint the
devils of-our ruling class as saints in
whose hands the safety of our work-
ing ass rested.

One need only recall the part played
by theseapitalist press in the great
nationalcstrikes of 1922. We have
not forgotten the myriads of sticks
of dynamite that the railway workers
are Sippesed to have employed during
the- 19220 shopmen’s strike. The out-
rages attributed to the striking textile
workers were indescribable, even by

.| the bourgeois press. The coal min-
ers, _(‘és'nrse, were not spared. In
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the present anthracitd strike, we see
he entire capitalist press loyally serv-
ng the interests pf, the operators
againgt the miners thru the skillful
propaganda that is; now. being made.
The anthracite miners are supposed
to be receiving high wages. The an-
thracite miners are supposed to have
big bank accounts. Last but mnot
least, the country’s coal bins are just

overfilled with anthracite.

NDER these conditions, it is clear

to the ' workers that they must
build their own press. But precisely
because it is so necessary for the
workers to have their own press, it
appears that the difficulties are not
realized by the workers who suffer
most from the lack of a press of their
own.

A working class, to suc¢ceed, must
have a fighting press. It must be a
press. which speaks for the workers
as effectively and as unflinchingly as
the best of the bourgeois papers do
for the capitalists. Class interests,
the interests of the working man,
must be paramount and must serve
as the only source of inspiration for
a fighting proletarian press. This, in
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HE' Bolshevization of our press is

only ene phase of our general task
—the " “Bols§hevization of the party.
Hence; 'the ‘Bolshevization of our press
will proceed at the same rate of de-
velopment ias the Bolshevization of
the party as a whole. The sooner we
.| make our party a real Bolshevik

party; the sooner shall we have a real
Bolshevik press.

Special- Problems of Our Press.

However, the Bolshevization of our
press offers some special problems.
This is' particularly true for our for-
eign-language press. And it is these
special problems of our foreign lan-
guage press that we are going to dis;
cuss in this article.

Our foreign language press must
become more American,

In what sense? Naturally, not in
the sense of the imperialist jingoes,
or the American legion, or the ku klux
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language groups. T, . ‘Huty of a Bol-

shevik is to fight, first:of all, the capi- |

talists of his own dnntry A Bol-
shevik press has predisely the same
duties. ¥p

()
Our foreign lnngun' pron must be-
come more political, g

This is true for 4 party as a
whole. In this instafice, as in many
others, our press merély reflects the
general - political immaturity of our
party., We must b more poli-
tical.

Merely to report t\
item is mot enough, o it iz very
important. It is also not enough mere-
ly to express indignation or joy, as
the case may be, at a particular event
in the class struggl What is de-
cisive, what really makes a newspa-
per a political organ, is the lead and
direction it gives to its readers for
concrete political action in a given
situation.

Some of our foreign language pa-

There ig no political agreement, con-
sistency or uniformity even within the
limits of one paper. Every political
writer has a policy of his own. It is
clear that such a condition cannot be
permitted to exist in a Commnnbt
Party. rep

Second, the ‘ife -of the parbpil
very poorly reflected in our press.
Judging by the amount of space tw
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our party life is given in our pn‘l'
by the treatment it receives, and by |

the general way in which it is handl.

ed, one would think that the party b.
This is not

a sort of a fifth wheel.
only bad, in a general way but ab-

solutely detrimental to the growth of

our party and of our press.

Third, the Central Exeéutive Com-

mittee has, up to now not really di-
rected and managed the affairs of our
foreign language press.. There has
been no unifying and centralizing or-
gan to transform our forelgn language

f Our Foreign-Language Press

press from an aggregation of go many
papers into a unified whole serving in
a concerted manner the task and
struggles of the party. p

The Bolshevization of our foreign
language press must begin by cor-
recting these defects of our press.

‘18 | There will be created, as part of the

Agitprop department, a special bu-
reau to centralize and co-ordinate the
work’ of our papers. Party editors
and party writers must meet in peri-
odic conferences to familiarize them-
selves with gurrent party policies’ and
to bring about the maximum co-ordin-
ation and agreement in the carrying
out of party campaigns.

The Agitprop department will ar-
range to unify the political line of all
of our party papers.

To Bolshevize our foreign language
press means at this moment to make
it more American, more political and
more party.

5KS OF THE COMMUNIST PRESS

O

effect, means that a fighting proletar-
ian press can serve and llve only as
an organ of a disciplined political
group of workers. A real proletar-
ian newspaper thrives only to the ex-
tent that it wins the confidence and
support of the working masses.. This
can be won only if the workers’ press
sets the pace and serves as a sort of
a lighthouse for the struggling work-
ers. Such a press must be the mouth-
piece of a revolutionary political
party, for unless day in and day out
the press proclaims the interests of
the workers in all their struggles, and
gives to these struggles the broadest
possible basis, it cannot play a de-
cisive role in the class struggle.

ND here we consider the Commun-

ist press. A Communist press
finds nothing too small, nothing too
insignificant in the struggles of the
workers, to explain, to interpret, and
to utilize as a means of arousing the
Jdnterest of great masses of workers
and mobilizing them against their ex.
ploiters. Concretely, the Communist
press has the following principal tasks
to achieve if it is to be worthy of
being called an organ of a section of
the Communist International. The
unification of the workers, the oco-
ordination of the sundry class con-
flicts, the giving of a political char-
acter to these struggles, are all ob-
jectives of a Communist party, the
achievement of which depends to a
great extent on the effectiveness of
the Communist press,

Specifically, a Communist newspe-
per, should strive to:
capitalist government and the bour-
geois order. This must be done not
thru mere abstract formulations of
grievances against the ruling eclass,
but thru such propaganda as will
broaden the outlook of the weorkers,
as will deepen the hatred by the
workers of their bosses, for the tan-
gible = everyday experiences  these
workers go thru. In short, the propa-
ganda of a Communist press must
take root in the objective, in the con-
crete conditions, in which the working
class finds itself at a particular time.

2. Make clear the traitorons role
played hy the labor lieutenznts of cap-
ital, the reactionary trade union
bureaucracy. This must be achieved
only thru bringing to light the actual
misdeeds of these misleaders of the
working class,

3. Be a leader of the workers in
advancing their ideolgoy along class
iines. A Communist press must be
. red press.’ It can never be a yellow
press. A Communist press should
never pander to the prejudices, to the
political backwardness, to the bour-
geois notions with which the masses
of, workerg may be afflicted at a par-
ticular period. On the eontrary, =
Communist press must resolutely and
openly wage an unceasing ecampaign
against this poison put into the body
of the workhg class by the Dbonr-
geoisie,

4. A Communist press must strive
to elevate the theoretical
of the workers. A Communist prees
must encourage the development of
revolutionary theory among the work-
ers. A Communist press must sys-
tematically educate the workers,
particularly their leaders, ln Msarxism
and Leninism.

UR Communist press vﬂl develop

itself into a real leader and teacher
of the American workers to the ex-
tent that all our newspapers and
magazines succeed in these four main
tasks. Our Communist press in Amer-
ica will become a real steel rod in
the lives of our proletariat, only when
it suceceds in embedding itself deeply
into the hearts of the working masses
thru establsihing fits leadership on
these four avenues to the yevolu-
tionizing of our presently politically

backward working class,




